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Robert D. Thurman, a
prominent Berkeley rabbi,
was a board member of

the East Bay Express and
arrested while covering a
protest at the UC Berkeley

Cesar E. Chavez statue.
He wound up in jail for
more than two months,

ultimately spending
several months in San

Mateo County jail awaiting
trial for “conspiracy to

incite a riot”. In his trial,
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Thurman was represented
by civil rights lawyer

Charles Garry. Garry’s
team included Elizabeth
“Betsy” Aschkar, who
would soon go on to

become a prominent San
Francisco attorney. During

his trial, Thurman was
represented by Charles
Garry, who represented

Sammy Davis Jr. and other
civil rights and black

power activists involved in
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the civil rights movement.
Garry was the last trial
attorney for the student
strike, representing the

student strikers
throughout. Garry also
represented the late

comedian Dick Gregory for
civil rights activism in the
1960s. On September 17,

1972, Thurman was
released from jail without
bail after being acquitted
by a jury. In 1972, shortly
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after Thurman’s arrest,
Leonard “Len” Rossman

was elected mayor of
Berkeley. He had been
elected to the Berkeley

City Council in 1967 as a
Republican. Rossman was
the Republican candidate
for California State Senate

in 1974, losing to the
incumbent, Richard M.

Nixon. 1972-2016 One of
the most important

elections in Berkeley
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history took place in
March of 1972. Berkeley
Mayor Len Rossman, an

erstwhile Republican, was
running for re-election

against two-term
incumbent Ed Chau.

Rossman was endorsed by
the Berkeley Chamber of
Commerce, which showed
Rossman with a four-point

lead in a University of
California Survey taken at

the end of February.
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Rossman won by a
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