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Not so with McMaster-Carr. Its just a matter of pressing place your order button. A drop-down box
appears asking you to select your purchase order, and other boxes appear asking you to select

your shipping address, your payment option, and your desired delivery date. Press the next page
button, and youre off to the races. Before long, youll get a confirmation email. Then several

minutes later, another email comes with your purchase order. Press a button, and you get your
shipping information. In the end, McMaster-Carr is a big player in the small part world. In their
various divisions, they sell over 1.2 million of these components every year, and likely do more

business than any other manufacturer in the entire automotive aftermarket. One could always use
more competition, of course, but McMaster-Carr has definitely earned its place on the Top 10. It

may not be the cheapest, but theyre definitely the ones to beat. In addition to CAD models,
McMaster-Carr also has excellent spreadsheets. Not only can you see if a part would fit, but you can

also see pricing. While it might be tempting to use their catalog to shop for a part, the value in
doing so is limited. I mean, you cant get the kind of feel for the company that you can from

inspecting the shipment itself. If there were ever a time that CAD models and spreadsheets werent
going to do, its probably now. However, using spreadsheets and CAD models for research is an

excellent way to make sure that a part will work as expected. Consider the super high-end (but still
doable) microcontroller you want. By clicking into the spreadsheet, you can find out if they have a

schematic (or at least a PCB layout). This lets you determine if the schematic is functional, or
whether youll have to acquire a PCB from someone else. Another thing I like about McMaster-Carr

that I dont see anywhere else is that they automatically package parts for shipment. (Props to
McMaster Carr for this.) The checklist is the same as the one youll get from the local hardware store

. You dont even need to go to their web site. Whipped up in an Excel file, theyve got the exact
same checklist youll get from any PC hardware store. You can copy the entire spreadsheet and

order for parts before you leave the house. Try this:
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And that is what makes McMaster-Carr systems such a godsend for those of us with project deadlines. First,
theres the cost savings of setting up an account and ordering parts. It isnt free, and its not cheap, but it isnt
free. Its something like md5.com or buy-cifte.org , that you know you wont use but youre willing to spend a

small sum each month to get good service. I make the analogy to the difference between a McDonalds value
meal and a $20 footlong from Subway. McDonalds value meal is over-priced, but its the best value. Its the

same with McMaster-Carr. Its not a perfect analogy, but it gets the point across. The small monthly fee does not
cover the shipping cost, but it is still a huge factor in the cost savings for McMaster-Carr. The cost savings are in

the part prices alone and certainly not available to everyone. To sum up, Mcmaster-Carr is a good source for
random, rarely used, and hard to find parts. If you know what part you want, their website is very helpful in
finding it. A lot of homebuilders use them as part of their research process. McMaster-Carr is one of the first
vendors that I see before I even start shopping, and its one of the better vendors out there. Some of their

pricing is a bit high, but their return policy is a game changer. I don't have to deal with "Sorry, we only have 20
left. Next morning, a week later, we have 5 left." Its a simple outback 16-way threaded, PTFE-coated, slip-in,
5/8" × 1.00" threading. Usually these parts are sold by the OEMs like Hitachi and as individual pieces online.

You can get these for next to nothing from McMaster-Carr. If they dont have it, they can find it. Mcmaster-Carr
is a valuable addition to your toolkit. 5ec8ef588b
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